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The actual abstract (max. 300 words; graphics may be included): 

Values depend on the co-evolution of the three subsystems nature, economy and society. To valuate 

goods and services humankind earn from nature scientists have to recognize the factors and 

interdependences of multidimensional, coupled systems. In order to meet this amounts numerous 

case studies created since the 1970s.  

However, ecosystem service valuation has 

focused on certain service categories, 

ecosystem types, and geographical areas, while 

substantial knowledge gaps remain concerning 

several aspects. To analyse the development 

and current status of ecosystem service 

valuation on the basis of publications reviews 

are appropriate tools. Based on a meta-analysis 

of 674 case studies dealing with ecosystem 

services we created interactive maps as a public 

useable and extendable database for further 

ecosystem service research. With the help of 

this we can perform path analysis on the 

ecosystem services across different indicators to 

objectively confirm how humans value ecological 

goods and processes. We also examined additional review studies for comparability of data and 

correlation of valuation with various location factors. Beside our own database (SEPPELT et al. 2011) 

we used the data of valued ecosystem services of TEEB and data from VIHERVAARA et al. 2010. Our 

goal is to derive which ecosystem services are considered to be important in which regions under 

which socio-economic conditions. Finally, we give some insights into strengths and weaknesses of 

above mentioned databases and future steps concerning ecosystem service valuation. 
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Fig. 1.:  Geographical distribution of case studies in the 
review using colour coding that reflects the number of 

ecosystem service case studies per country. 
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Short description of the relevance for the session: 

The presentation will highlight findings of the analysis of ecosystem service valuation. We will discuss 

the comparability of ecosystem service valuation studies and give insights into the question of how 

humans experience the value of ecological goods and processes.  

Our presentation also has relevance for the session..., so that I could possibly imagine to take part in 

this, if there are too many participants in session F5. 
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